
 
 
 

GUILTY 
     

 
 
 
 
It’s my fault and I am sorry.  Guilty.          
  

I have sinned against God and against you. I haven’t prayed enough for you.  I haven’t witnessed to enough people. 
I’ve done a poor job reaching out to my neighbors. I haven’t been to the prisons. I haven’t counseled at the abortion 
clinic. I didn’t prepare long enough for my sermons. I’ve been too critical of you. I have assumed things about you 
without having all the facts. I have harbored anger and bitterness against you in my heart. I have been unforgiving 
toward you. I have been covetous of your blessings. I’m really not the best dad in the world either. I’ll stop there. I 
am ashamed about it all and I know better, but it is true.  
 

It’s been a long time coming, but I need your forgiveness. Seriously, I believe God has pointed out to me the need for 
your forgiveness. I am asking that you pray from your heart to God that you might have the grace to forgive my sin 
against you. I want to start with a clean slate and it will not happen unless you forgive me. So, please, take a 
moment, ask God to give you grace and just say it—“Lord, I forgive Cregg”. And for that, I am very grateful. 
 

You see, I mean well. I really do. I am doing the best I know how to do. I want to serve the Lord with all my heart and 
I work hard at it. But there have been times when I have just fallen short. I believe God has given me a heart that is 
perfect and I believe He has sanctified my life. I truly believe in our theology. But, I need grace… everyday.  
 

Honestly, I am wondering if there are others that I need to forgive. I don’t believe we will ever see God’s blessings in 
our churches without forgiving one another. Or, let me say it this way, we will never see God’s blessings in our 
churches without forgiving one another. 
 

Forgiveness is the essence of Christianity and the path to healing. James 5:16 says, “Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” 
 

We want God’s blessings, but are we willing to take the proper steps to allow God to pour out His blessings? We 
want to see our churches healthy. We want to see people saved and sanctified, called to ministry, growing in Christ, 
and churches growing. And maybe sometimes we are easily distracted from what is most important. Maybe we 
forget that we ourselves need forgiveness from time to time. 
 

We also need to be big enough to accept apologies. We’re afraid to say, “I’m sorry”. What if that person uses that 
information against me? Or even worse, what if I get sued? (I Corinthians 6:1-8) Scary. But, you know what James 
2:10 says, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” Romans 3:23 tells 
us, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. Shall I go on? “There is none righteous, no not one” 
(Romans 3:10). “We like sheep have all gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6).  
 

Jesus was confronted with a sticky situation involving a woman caught in the very act of adultery. Adultery! You know 
what adultery is?? You know what the penalty was in that day?? Serious stuff. After Jesus’ creative confrontation 
regarding the sin of the religious leaders, they all left the woman. “When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one 
but the woman, He said to her, ‘Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?’ 11 She 
said, ‘No one, Lord.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more’” (John 8:10-11). Jesus 
taught about the responsibility and blessing of forgiveness when He said, “Therefore if you bring your gift to the 
altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and 
go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23 & 24). And Jesus 
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Ever wonder what God’s will is for your life? Have you 
ever struggled to know God’s will? Being certain of  
God’s will brings such a sense of  peace in a world full of  
stress. 

I’m sure, like you, there have been times when I wrestled with knowing God’s will for my life. I felt like 
Jacob wrestling with the Lord in Genesis chapter 32. Those times were painful and exhausting. There are 
some things that are not so clear, but there are other things that are crystal clear. Paul makes a few of  these 
clear in I Thessalonians chapter five.

Rejoice always (v. 16). The Bible speaks of  a joy that is inexpressible, unspeakable, and represents the glory of  God 
(I Peter 1:8). Joy is central to the life of  a Believer in Christ. Jesus certainly demonstrated this beautiful reality. The 
great Moravian leader, Count Nicolas Ludwig Von Zinzendorf, once said, “The essence of  Christianity does not 
consist in being pious, but in being joyous.” God’s will for you is joy!

Pray without ceasing (v. 17). In II Timothy 1:3, Paul told Timothy, “I thank God, whom I serve with a pure 
conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day”. Every day and 
night, Paul prayed for his young disciple. What kind of  world would this be if  we all took his example to heart and 
prayed night and day? St. Augustine said, “Work as if  everything depends on you; Pray as if  everything depends on 
God.” Martin Luther knew the importance of  prayer when he said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more 
possible than to be alive without breathing.” The founder of  Methodism is quoted to have said, “God does nothing 
but by prayer, and everything with it.” And Oswald Chambers once said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater 
work; prayer is the greater work.” Prayer is the greatest work we can do. Let us embrace God’s calling to pray. It is 
His will for our lives. 

In everything give thanks (v. 18). The New International Version says, “Give thanks in all circumstances.” The 
Message puts it like this, “Thank God no matter what happens.” Possibly, the greatest character trait for a Christian 
is gratitude—The ability to give thanks no matter what. We may not be thankful FOR everything, but we can 
give thanks IN everything. Paul said, “6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7and the peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4, NKJV). Thanksgiving is a part of  prayer and 
supplication. Thanksgiving is the path to peace that passes understanding. A grateful heart is a happy heart. God 
knows this is true, so He tells us to be thankful. This is God’s will for your life.

 16“Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of  God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (I Thessalonians 5:16-18).  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

GOD’S WILL
FOR YOUR LIFE

I ThESSaLOnIanS 5:16-18
BY CREGG PUCkETT, CMC PRESIDEnT

“IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS…”



 
Imagine, driving down the interstate and as you look into your side mirror 
you see a 1995 black Nissan truck completely loaded down with a blue tarp 
that appears to be flying in the wind like a kite.  As you peak over to see the 
clown driving this truck, you notice that the cab of the pickup is loaded 
down as well. To your surprise, you can’t even see the driver.  As he passes, 
you notice he’s from Mississippi and you say, “Well, that explains it.”   
 

The clown you saw in the overloaded pickup was me and it almost didn’t 
happen.  I had just graduated from Wesley College and was on my way to 
Bethel Congregational Methodist Church in Butler, GA to serve as the youth 
pastor.  The weeks leading up to my trip to Georgia were the tensest 
moments of my life.  During those short weeks, I agonized over whether I 
was doing what God really wanted me to do.  Many nights I would lie awake, 
unable to sleep because the tension was so great.  Looking back on those 
moments ten years ago, I realize that the tension I experienced was actually 
good for me.    

 

What if the tension we experience in everyday life, in church and in our denomination could actually help us? It is 
possible that the tensions we feel or the way we deal with the problems, determine our future.   
 

Consider the story of Joseph and his brothers. His brothers wanted to kill him, but chose rather to throw him in a pit to die.  
They sold him as a slave and lied to Jacob to cover their scheme.  Imagine the pain and heartache in Joseph’s life. He had 
to work through the tension. He could have allowed the tension to derail him and react in a way that would have been 
devastating. Instead, he chose not to react to the tension. Joseph chose to step back and realize that he had an opportunity 
for deliverance.  Consider what Joseph said to his brothers years later at the height of the 
tension.   
 

Genesis 50:19, 20 “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, you 
meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this 
day, to save many people alive.” 

 

At this year’s Catalyst Conference in Atlanta, GA (www.catalystspace.com), Andy Stanley 
said, “The tendency is to think this: great leaders solve all the problems and resolve all the 
tension, but the truth is that great organizations don’t solve all the problems and don’t resolve 
all the tension. Great organizations learn to use the necessary tension in the organizational life 
for the sake of progress.”    
 

Could it be that all tension is not bad? Could it be that it is necessary?  One person may say, 
“We need to be winning souls into the kingdom” and another, “We need to disciple new converts”.   Is either one of them 
wrong?  They are both right. The tension that is experienced in that conversation is actually good.   Tension is necessary. 
Proper management of tensions will enable churches and organizations to move with the rhythm of what God is doing in 
the midst of tension.    
 

Tension is something that should be worked through, not reacted to.  Typically our first response is to react. If you are like 
me, when I react, I find myself standing tall and proclaiming my way is the right way.  That may be the case or maybe it is 
simply what I can see from the corner I am standing on.  Maybe we need to walk across the street.    
 

T.D. Jakes recently spoke about the time he decided he was big enough to hang out on the corner with all the other guys.  
He pleaded with his mother to let him hang out on the corner, but she refused. She told him that if she allowed him to 
hang out on the corner, his entire world view would come from the view point of the corner.  She forced him to do things 
other kids in his neighborhood were not doing and to be in situations where he felt tension.  It was during this time that his 
world view was expanded and he was enabled him to explore other ways of thinking. This helped him develop into what 
he is today.   
 

Tension is 
something 
that should 
be worked 
through not 
reacted to. 

By Rev. Nathan Sanders, Pastor 
Cartersville First CM Church 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maybe there are tensions that could help us develop into healthier churches and 
organizations.  Instead of reacting to tension, we should try walking across the street 
knowing that the tension can produce healthier churches.  I can personally testify that 
Church Ministries Director Keith Merritt has helped our church create an environment 
where tension is embraced for the betterment of the church.  It hasn’t always been fun 
and there have been times when people thought it was unnecessary. But in the end, it is 
all about working through the process of dealing with tension in a way that moves us 
forward.  

 

As Andy Stanley said, "Progress depends... on the successful management of those tensions."   
 

Our prayer should be that God would reveal to us what tensions are necessary and what tensions are 
not.  Once those necessary tensions are brought to light, then we need work through them for the 
greater good of our families, churches and organizations.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nathan Sanders 



 The Congregational Methodist Church Youth The 
CMC Youth Action Team (YAT) met October 7-8 
at the headquarters building in Florence, 
Mississippi. Members present were: Mike 
Williamson (Chairman) from Brashers Chapel 
CMC, Michael Gerald from Bethel CMC in Butler, 
GA, Benton Ingram from Lakeshore CMC, 
Michael Matthews from Victory CMC, Jacob & 
Hannah Windham from Mt. Vernon CMC and 
Taylor McNeely from Rock Springs CMC. 
 
The team has been organized to plan events for 
our youth groups for all of our conferences. 
President Cregg Puckett has a strong conviction 
that we need to pull our youth together to make 
our denomination stronger. As a youth leader, I 
would agree young people are a vital part of all 
of our churches. A large part of our discussion 
centered on mission projects for each summer. 
Personnel for these trips would consist of youth 
from all CM churches and be carried out each 
summer. Plans were discussed in regards to 
locations for the mission trips. These locations 
would be different parts of the country working 
on houses, churches, and special needs within a 
city or town. These projects would consist of 
roofing, painting, siding, and general clean up 
around homes or churches.  
 
Other events discussed were winter retreats, 
camps, Bible quiz and Bible drills within the CM 
Church.  There was discussion regarding special 
events for teens such as a purity weekend for 
boys and girls. Rock Springs CM Church has 
hosted events like this and it was agreed by all 
that this would be a great investment in our 
teens for all of our churches.  
 
We as a team would like to invite each church 
and its members to get involved with their youth 
groups and work together in raising up students 
to be more united and servants of the Lord. 
Working together, we can do so much more. 

 

CMC YOUTH 
ACTION TEAM 

UPDATE 

 
Anyone who has a idea or advice please feel free to call or 
email me. Pray for leadership from the Lord in all  
we do, May God Bless. 
 
For more information on how to be involved or for 
information regarding the upcoming Winter Blast Retreat 
for Students, email Mike Williamson at  
bccyouthminister@gmail.com or call  
256-572-5665 cell, 256-878-5063 church. 
 
Chairman Mike Williamson 
 
 
 



I‟ve heard it said, “Congregational Methodists are „independent minded‟”. I have wondered, “Is this true?” If so, “Should this 
be?” 
 

The Methodist Church began in America, at least in part, out of a sense of independence. Methodism began as a movement 
within the Church of England. After the American Revolution, American Methodists wanted to form their own church. John 
Wesley reluctantly agreed and appointed Thomas Coke to work with Francis Asbury in heading the new church. Coke sailed to 
America. The Methodist Episcopal Church was born Christmas Eve, 1784, at the famous “Christmas Conference” in Baltimore, 
Maryland. The pastors meeting there chose Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury as bishops.  
 

It was partly due to that American sense of independence that Methodism became a movement. “No taxation without 
representation!” We had become free from England, so let‟s complete the journey and be free from the Church of England. 
 

Now, I am certainly in favor of living in freedom. And like so many, I enjoy and appreciate the awesome privileges that 
independence brings with it. But, is independence biblical as it pertains to the Church? Is it desirable? The answer is obvious. 
 

Jesus prayed for future believers when He prayed to the Father, “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in 
You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:21, NKJV). Paul said in I 
Corinthians 12 (NKJV), “12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.” We glorify 
Christ in unity and community. 
 

One-hundred and nineteen churches reported last year representing 13,000 members of the Congregational Methodist Church. 
We are many members, but we are one Body.  
 

It doesn‟t mean that you have to be Congregational Methodist to get to Heaven. I just don‟t know why anyone would want to 
take the chance! You know the old story, “Jesus was walking around one day in heaven. He was talking to some Catholics, 
Baptists, and non-denominational Christians when he noticed a small group standing off to themselves. „Who is this?‟ Jesus 
asked. Someone replied „SHH, they're Church of Christ, they think they're the only ones here.‟” 
 

But, while we serve independently in function, we are part of One Body. We belong to each other. I belong to the 
Congregational Methodist Church as part of my decision in Christ to serve His Church through this member. I am accountable 
before God to the Congregational Methodist Church. I have surrendered to the authority of the Congregational Methodist 
Church as an expression of my faith in Christ. By God‟s amazing grace, the die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. I 
will serve the cause of Christ through this Body that has been raised up to glorify Him.  
 

So, while we may serve independently in many ways, we have chosen to depend on God through His Church to be what He 
calls us to be. We are not co-dependent. We are not independent. We are “interdependent”. We belong to each other. We serve 
together. We give together. We seek to glorify God together. And together is exactly what it takes to accomplish anything 
worthwhile. 
 

I believe that Congregational Methodists (of which I am delighted to be) have a deep sense of and desire for Community. We, 
as Congregational Methodists, have a calling that God has placed upon us to go forth in His name to accomplish His will in this 
world we are passing through.  
 

So, let‟s be One in Name and One in Aim to serve and glorify our great God and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

DDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT  OORR  
IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT??   

Cregg Puckett 
CMC PRESIDENT 



MOMENTUM at MILL CREEK CMC 
Mill Creek Congregational Methodist Church is on the move in Laurel, MS! The church is 
137 years old and yet, continues to look to the future. One reason for their focus on the future 
is the strong leadership in the church. Rev. Bill Myers has served as pastor for sixteen years in 
February of 2011. Pastor Bill is grateful for the strong leadership provided by their Church 
Board. 
 

Mill Creek CM Church recently constructed a wonderful Children and Youth Ministries 
facility named, “The Warrior Training Center”. Their motto is, “Raising Up Warriors for 
Christ”. The Warrior Training Center (WTC) was birthed out of a vision by the Church Board 
for children and young people to have a recreational and educational facility. March 2010 
marked one year since operating out of the WTC. The facility has class rooms and 
recreational areas that meet needs for both groups. There has been tremendous growth since 
ministry began in the WTC. It is utilized for Sunday school and Children’s Church on Sunday 
mornings. The youth group continues to grow as they inhabit the WTC on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings. 
 

Another exciting ministry of the church is the Men of Action. Pastor Bill had a burden from 
the Lord to begin this discipleship ministry for the younger men of the church. His mission 
has been discipleship for young men who are single, husbands and/or fathers. The group 

meets every Monday evening for food, fellowship, a devotion and discussion related to topics men deal with in everyday 
life. Many times, the discussion leads to great encouragement and insights into issues that men do not normally discuss. 
There is an environment that is safe, confidential and challenges men to grow as men of God. Proverbs 27:17 (NKJV) 
says, “As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.” That is the intent of this ministry and the 
results are clear.  
 

Mill Creek CMC recently hosted their 15th annual Friend Day. There were 190 in attendance this year. This day has 
become a great tradition for the church as everyone is encouraged to reach out to community, families, and co-workers 
who are unchurched. The church sees wonderful results from Friend Day each year. It is one way to emphasize to people 
who are uninvolved in a church and or relationship with God.  
 

We applaud Mill Creek Congregational Methodist Church for their faithful work in ministry for the glory of our Lord! 
 
 

 
 
 

Mill Creek Congregation                                                                                                      President Cregg Puckett, Mike Niette,                         
                                                                                                                                                            Pastor Bill Myers 



CMC Missions… A Legacy of Service 
By Rev. Davy Fenton 
Division of Mission Ministries Director 

 
Since 1917, CMC Missions has been involved in the Christian story by promoting the 
message that Jesus is the Savior for a dying world.  It began when two women had a 
heart to serve in India, and those around them were willing to help.  These core values 
of faith and partnership inspired a vision that has taken us to many places, and 
continues to motivate us today.   

 
Throughout our history, CMC Missions has sent missionaries into service around the world, ministering in 
many different countries on 5 continents, reaching people for Jesus Christ.   We are so thankful for the many 
people who have given and served sacrificially to see this come to pass.  And thankfully, it continues today! 
 
Emily Smith now serving in Japan 
 
In over 50 years of Missions work, we've been in many places around the world.  But 
one place where we've never ministered is Japan.  Not anymore!  
 

Emily, serving in a partnership with the ONE MISSION SOCIETY, has been serving in 
Japan since August and is already touching the lives of people there.  Her ministry is 
primarily to college students and young adults. Pray for her as God uses her to share 
the good news of Jesus! Check out her on-going story at 
www.japanesecoffee.blogspot.com!   
 

Emily is a member of East Ridge Park CMC in Mesquite, TX. 
 

Fuentes Family on Deputation 
Looking for a great way to get involved in missions?  Help us start a new church 
for Spanish Speakers in the U.S.!  Asael and Hannah Fuentes are some of our 
newest missionaries, preparing to start a new church for Spanish-speakers in 
the Dallas, Texas area.  Many of you enjoyed having them visit your church this 
past summer! 
 

They have effectively served in church planting in Alabama, and most recently 
in the country of Belize. They are presently raising their prayer and financial 
support, while beginning the process of developing a core group for the new 
church.  They will reach many people for Christ!  Consider supporting them with 

your prayers and financial gifts! 
 

New Church on the Texas – Mexico Border 
For 43 years, Mike and Evelyn Gary have served along the Texas - 
Mexico border (and in Mexico) helping to start churches and training 
others to do the same.  We are reaping a great harvest from the 
faithful work that they and many others have done to see people 
come to know the Lord.   
 

We are very excited about the latest project, the New Wine Church in 
Eagle Pass, TX.  Many people have helped build the church, 
especially the Louisiana Men of Action. As you can see below, it is 
coming along very nicely!  We are looking forward to starting more 
churches in the days to come along the border and in Mexico.   



4,000 churches close their 
doors every year. 
 
This statistic should cause alarm in the 
heart of all who love the church. This 
does not reflect the thousands of 
churches that have become ineffective 
in accomplishing the purpose God has 
for them and thus are declining 
towards their own demise.  
David Olsen gives the following 
contributors to the decline of the 
church in America: 

 Reluctance to change mind-set and reclaim the mission 
 Survival mode with no clear compelling vision or strategy fro effective ministry 
 Misguided conceptual views – why does the church exist, to meet my needs? 
 An emphasis on structural integrity instead of organic multiplication of disciples 

Add to these the following: location and demographics, resistance to changing demographics, resistance to changing cultural 
dynamics and even the age of the church and the leadership. 
 

The challenges the small church faces may seem overwhelming, but they can be overcome if we are willing to pay the price and 
willing to create new pathways that will allow the work of God to advance. We must change the mindset from surviving to 
being useful. Jim Collins has encouraged in leadership that we create a pocket of greatness where we are – so we must do as a 
local church. The process of renewal will begin when we are able to define our present reality. What is our present condition? Is 
your local church bogged down in repetition based upon the assumption that something different, even transforming, will take 
place if we keep doing things the same way we have always done them? How does your local church make decisions? Are 
decisions made base on preference, tradition or are they based upon the mission your church is committed to accomplishing. It 
is not what is expected that gets done, it is what is inspected that is accomplished. Evaluation is healthy and we should engage 
in it for own well-being. As we define reality as to what and why we are doing what we are doing we must guard against 
attempting to do everything. Scripture teaches us about priorities and the importance of making certain the most important 
things are done first.  
 

Would it benefit your church to identify specifically and in writing the core values (who you are), to develop and adopt a 
mission statement (the biblical reason you exist, what God wants to do through your church), a descriptive picture/vision that 
will inspire the members of the church to serve, give and participate making the mission a reality.  
 

The Division of Church Ministries exists to serve the local church. We want to provide tools that will 
assist the pastor, church leaders and congregation to maximize the health of our local church. Our 
future depends upon the health of our churches and leaders. Join us in the journey of being all that we 
can be.  
 

If we can be of help in your literature/curriculum needs please contact us and allow us to share the 
many options we have available. If you are interested in knowing more about how your church can 
become involved in the Church Health Initiative, please feel free to contact me through our office at the 
contact numbers listed below. 

         
 
 
 

CHURCH 
HEALTH 
 
 
 
 

IT IS ESSENTIAL! 

Keith Merritt 
Director DCM 
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